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April, May, June
by Ann Levison
Some years shy Spring comes tiptoe down the hill.
shielding a sputtering ember in her hand —
here she drops a crocus, here a daffodil.
tiny beacons lighting a world still bland
as rain. Other years, a bolder sprite.
she bounds across the frozen lields with hair
all full of light, sparks of gold forsythia
like Roman candles exploding in midair—
or maybe never comes at all. but dozes
in gray forgetfulness till June bursts out
in full array, iris, lilies, roses
born all at once while she sleeps the days away—
then wakes, alarmed, all flushed w ith summer’s heat, 
and vines and branches curling round her feet.
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